Yeshivas
MTomsh
Rabbi Moshe Meiselman
Rosh Yeshiva

This week we read Parshas Ki Savo, followed by Parshas Nitzovim.

The gemara says we must read the brochos and klolos of Mishneh
Torah before Rosh Hashono.

Why?

We are coming to a yom hadin, and Torah is a very serious thing. We
made a bris with Hashem to keep Torah and mitzvos in exchange for
being Hashem's chosen nation.

This means Torah and mitzvos aren’t just a suggestion — not just a good
idea. Which of course it is.

A bris is a deal — we do our part, and Hashem does His part. So we have
an absolute obligation to keep the Torah, and it has consequences
when we follow it and when we don't follow it. There is a din and
cheshbon.

Coming to Rosh Hashono means coming to a day where we take stock
of what we are doing with our lives, and what we are accomplishing or
not accomplishing. It is a yom hadin. We make a cheshbon hanefesh to
see where we need to improve, and how we are going to improve. We
are given a month of Elul, which is a time of rachamim, and Hashem is
ready to accept our teshuvoh. But the rachamim begins with a sincere
attempt on our part to make a cheshbon hanefesh and to correct our
course in life.

There are different types of cheshbonos for different types of people.
For a businessman, his cheshbon primarily has to be about honesty
in his business dealings. As we mentioned last week, at the end of
Parshas Ki Seitzei the Torah refers to dishonest business practices as
a to'eivoh — which is a very strong word for repulsiveness. Because
Hashem’s middoh is emes, and His seal is emes. He expects us to have
that middoh. The further you are from emes, the further you are from
Hashem.

Emes has to be part of your personality and you have to work on it in
order to make it a part of you.

Every occupation and every stage in life requires its own type of
cheshbon hanefesh.

What kind of cheshbon does a doctor make?

The gemara in Sanhedrin says D1N'AY D'N9IN2YW 2IV! Rashi there
explains that a doctor constantly makes decisions about how to treat
people and which people to treat. Does he prioritize his professional
status? Does he prioritize his professional considerations and/or
doctor’s fees? Or does he prioritize the health and well-being of the
patient in front of him?

So before the yom hadin, a doctor has to make the cheshbon hanefesh
about the mitzvah he is doing. The Ramban is clear that healing people
is a mitzvah. So, how well is he using his healing abilities as a mitzvah
to heal people instead of just advancing his career?

But for yeshivah bochurim, there is a different kind of cheshbon
hanefesh that one has to make.

Later in the parsha we have an introduction to the brochos and klolos:
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Rashi says that NINNN means that we are set aside. We have a unique
relationship with Hashem. It includes five things:

(1) ">T2 NDYY - The Rambam says the mitzvah of 1'D7172 NN s
developing Hashem'’s middos of rachamim: chessed, emes, etc. The
Rambam writes at the end of Hilchos De'os that Hashem chose
Avrohom to found His special nation because He knows Avrohom will
train his children and teach them chessed, emes, tzedoko and mishpot.
Avrohom taught the Derech Hashem to the world.

(2) "IN NINWY — the mitzvos that have no apparent reason.
(3) 'MIIXN — the mitzvos that make sense to us
(4) "0OBWN — mitzvos bein odom |'chaveiro

(5) 191P2 VINWY - this is hard to understand. Because we already listed
good middos and keeping every type of mitzvah. So what is left to be
referred to as 191p2 VINWY?

The Ohr HaChaim says:
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191P2 VINWY means Talmud Torah. This is an integral part of the bris
Hashem has made with Klal Yisroel. It isn't just about obeying mitzvos.
Talmud Torah isn't just a good idea. It is the yesod of Yiddishkeit.

Why did Talmud Torah come at the end of this list? It is to emphasize
that even if you know exactly what you are required to do, and you
fulfill all the mitzvos perfectly, you still have to learn for its own sake. It
is a never-ending obligation.

The Ohr HaChaim continues:
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He says that just by keeping mitzvos would be sufficient to make us
superior to the other nations, but limud Torah makes us a holy nation.
Talmud Torah is an absolute obligation for everyone. A holy nation
means we are a nation that learns Torah.

Our relationship with non-Jews completely depends on our level of
Torah and mitzvos. If all Klal Yisroel kept Shabbos, then we would not
have any real enemies — we could deal with them easily.

The Ramban points out in this week’s parsha, that the Land of Israel



functions under a totally different set of rules than the rest of the world.
Hashem'’s direct hashgocho is involved round the clock non-stop, and
everything works above the realm of natural law.

The parsha discusses the setting up of the brochos and klolos on Har
Grizim and Har Eival, and then the tochocho starts.

The Ohr HaChaim comments again about Talmud Torah. It is the key
to all the brochos:
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But then we come to the difficult flip-side to all this.

If the key to all the brochos is limud Torah, then the main trigger for all
the klolos is the sin of bittul Torah:
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The Ohr HaChaim quotes the famous gemara that says the cause of
the churbon habayis was bittul Torah.

All of these ideas point to one main concept: limud Torah isn't just one
of the many mitzvos we do. It is the main mitzvah by which we connect
to Hashem in the deepest way. When our mind becomes preoccupied

with thoughts of Torah, we are connecting our mind to Hashem’s mind.
It establishes a deep bond between ourselves and Hashem.

Here in Eretz Yisroel — because of the unique kedushoh of Eretz Yisroel
—we have a greater opportunity to connect deeply to Hashem through
limud Torah, more than is normally possible in Chutz Lo'oretz. We
don't have to prove it. It is obvious to anyone who comes to learn here.

And although bittul Torah is serious everywhere, here in the parsha
we see that limud Torah has an extra impact on the shefa brocho
that comes down to the world. We have the greatest tool of bringing
kedushoh and tikkun to the world and eliminate corruption and evil in
the world. The highest way of doing this is through limud Torah.

Every person has his personal level of Talmud Torah. A doctor or a
professional has his level of chiyuv, and his cheshbon hanefesh to
make sure he is living up to his chiyuv. A person learning full time in
yeshiva has his level of obligation — and his responsibility is greater
because his full day of total immersion in limud Torah is holding up
the world.

When we approach the yom hadin, each of us has to ask ourselves
how serious we are taking our obligations toward Talmud Torah. But a
person has to decide for himself what he thinks is worthwhile to invest
his major effort in. What is important to you in this world?

While you are in yeshiva, you first need to decide to take limud Torah
seriously. Otherwise, everything will be a struggle and a chore. Once
you made a clear decision that this is what you want, then you push
yourself a little more each day until it becomes natural.

The Kotzker Rebbe asked: why does the posuk say N'aNN DN2TN 1IN
7229 YV DI'N I¥N 1DIR TWR? Why is Hashem telling us to put divrei
Torah ‘on top’ of our hearts? Why not tell us to put them straight into’
our hearts? He answered that this is not the way the human heart
works. You can’t immediately access your heart on demand. You first
have to put the Torah over your heart and then eventually your heart
opens up and the Torah falls in.

We are heading to the yom hadin. Klal Yisroel has gone through two
very difficult years. We have to understand that it is not because of
Hamas or Hezbollah or Iran. It is Hashem who is behind everything
that is going on. We have our obligation to bring success to Klal Yisroel
through our limud HaTorah. This is what we can do. The Ohr HaChaim
says this is how maximum brocho comes to the world, and maximum
klolo comes through bittul Torah.

As we prepare for the yom hadin by reading these parshiyos, we have
to take very seriously the question of how well we are measuring up to
our obligation of limud Torah.



