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Toras

This week is kabbolas haTorah. 

3,500 years ago, Klal Yisroel were mekabbel the Torah on Shavuos, and 
every year, Klal Yisroel accepts it again. 

Klal Yisroel went through a lot of dramatic events before reaching 
this point. They went through the ten makkos, with Makkas Bechoros 
being the climax. Then they went through kriyas Yam Suf. It was an 
incredible educational process.

At this point before receiving the Torah, Moshe was told to convey a 
special message to Klal Yisroel. You have at least three million people 
moving through the desert. They traversed a tremendous distance to 
reach Har Sinai. Hashem says He brought us there on eagle’s wings. 
In Egypt Klal Yisroel were gathered from all over the country in one 
day to Ramses – which is on the eastern side of the Nile Delta. How 
did that happen? Hashem is arranging things in a way that Klal Yisroel 
recognize is above natural law. As they move from place to place and 
go through kriyas Yam Suf, it is all open nissim. It is clear that the goal 
of everything until now is to bring Klal Yisroel to this place at this 
moment.

Hashem says: If you listen to My voice and keep My bris, you will be 
My treasured nation. You will be a mamleches kohanim and a goy 
kodosh. The whole point of this entire process is to turn Klal Yisroel 
into a unique and special people that is completely different from all 
other nations on a fundamental level. Each nation has its own national 
identity and character. A certain culture with its values and attitudes 
and ways of expressing itself. Which culture binds Klal Yisroel as its 
national identity and character? It is being a mamleches kohanim 
and goy kodosh. That’s the point of everything. This is the message 
Hashem sends to Klal Yisroel through Moshe Rabbeinu.

Klal Yisroel responds – to everything Hashem tells us – we will listen. 
There is some back-and-forth between Hashem and Moshe, and 
finally, Hashem declares that all of Klal Yisroel will hear Hashem’s 
voice though a direct nevuoh. They themselves will hear that Moshe 
has been authorized by Hashem to give the Torah and convey His 
instructions to Klal Yisroel. This is how Moshe Rabbeinu’s nevuoh will 
never be doubted in the future. All Jews throughout history can say 
with complete confidence that our ancestors stood at the foot of Har 
Sinai and heard Hashem tell Moshe to give His Torah to us. There is 
an unbroken chain of transmission of the entire Jewish people from 
generation to generation – from father to son and rebbe to talmid 
going all the back. We all heard Hashem speak to us at Har Sinai.

Hashem tells Moshe to make three days of preparation. It will finish 
on the sixth of Sivan. And to commemorate this in our time, there 
is no tachanun in davening for the three days before Shavuos. But 
why is Klal Yisroel’s preparation 3,500 years ago relevant to us today? 
Obviously it is because we are also preparing for our own kabbolas 
haTorah and we need the same three days to prepare.

What does it mean to prepare for kabbolas haTorah? 

The gemara in Shabbos says you don’t do anything risky during this 
time before Shavuos. Why not? Because right now, the world is in a 
very dangerous situation. Hashem is sitting and deliberating about 
continuing the existence of the world. It will depend on our kabboloh 
on Shavuos morning. If we accept the Torah properly, Hashem will 
allow the world to continue. If we don’t, the world reverts to tohu and 
bohu.

Just like the world was held in abeyance 3,500 years ago at the first 
kabbolas haTorah, the world is held in abeyance now as well until our 
kabbolas haTorah.

The ma’amad of Har Sinai was an unbelievable experience. The 
Ramban says it has two components: The fire of Sinai and the voice of 
Sinai. This overwhelming experience was drilled so deeply within Klal 
Yisroel, that they were able to lift themselves and achieve a level of 
nevuoh one notch below Moshe Rabbeinu himself. They saw the truth 
of Hashem and the true reality. Most nevi’im were so overwhelmed 
by nevuoh that their physical bodies couldn’t function and they went 
into a trance. Only Moshe Rabbeinu was able to have a nevuoh while 
maintaining complete consciousness and complete control over his 
body. But at Har Sinai, all of Klal Yisroel were fully awake and conscious. 
Why? In order to instill emunoh properly, you have to maintain full 
clarity about what is going on and what you are experiencing. You can 
see with certainty that there is no other koach other than Hashem.

Hashem did this once in history. We don’t have this same personal 
clarity directly. But we have the clarity of all our ancestors faithfully 
passed down to us by the entire nation in every generation, and we 
can trust our mesorah. Rav Yehudah Halevi in the Kuzari makes a 
striking observation. All other religions boil down to trusting a single 
individual about what he says he experienced – alone. Islam is based on 
Mohammad’s claim about what happened to him that night he traveled 
to Mecca – with no witnesses. Christianity is based on individuals’ claim 
of what happened in private. It is very easy for individuals to lie and 
convince others that it happened. But here with the Torah, the claim 
is that an entire nation witnessed something, and in each generation 
following, that same entire nation testified to the next generation that 
it happened. For this to be a lie, an entire generation would have to 
coordinate perfectly and to decide to fabricate the same lie to all of 
their children. It is very unreasonable to think this would happen. It isn’t 
just a father telling a myth or fable to his son in isolation. Everybody 
can cross-check their story with everyone else’s story and they all are 
being told the same exact history by their fathers.

Hashem set up ma’amad Har Sinai in a way that it couldn’t be seriously 
questioned or doubted for all future generations. The Creator of the 
entire Universe came down and spoke to this nation, giving us a special 
mission and a special relationship. This is why He created everything 
from nothing.

Sometimes, people take our special mission and our special 
relationship with Hashem for granted. It sometimes takes a while for 
us to realize how amazing it is and how much it should be cherished 
and appreciated. We think it’s nothing special, and we keep moving on 
to the next thing and the next thing to grab our attention. We don’t 
stop and think about how Hashem comes to each and every one of us 
and wants us to make a connection to Him through His Torah. 

Klal Yisroel went through so many open nissim, and came to the 
realization that there is no other power in the world besides Hashem, 
and for some reason, He has a special interest in us. And it was not just 
‘us’ as a collective, but ‘us’ as individuals. As we spoke last week about 
the counting of Klal Yisroel, our unique individuality is never erased by 
the collective. In the parsha, we read that the people were counted by 
their names. Hashem wants us to develop our own individual way of 
relating to Hashem.

The process of geirus started in Egypt with bris miloh. But as we say 

SHAVUOS
תשפ"ו



at every bris, בְּדָמַיִךְ חֲיִי. There is nothing worthwhile in this world that 
comes for free. You have to make some kind of sacrifice to earn it 
first. Klal Yisroel had to show Hashem in a very deep way that they are 
willing to accept Hashem’s malchus even at great personal cost. Just 
like Avrohom Ovinu had to have a bris miloh before he was worthy 
of having a child like Yitzchok Ovinu, we had to go through a painful 
bris miloh to receive the Torah. An entire nation of 600,000 grown 
men, plus all the males down to 8 days old. In addition, Klal Yisroel 
had to take the worshipped sheep of the Egyptians and slaughter it in 
front of their masters and put its blood on their doorposts! It sends a 
message that they rejected the idols of their masters and this was very 
dangerous.

The Ohr HaChaim Hakodosh writes that if people only knew the sheer 
pleasure of understanding Torah, they would abandon everything else 
and go crazy chasing after it. But before Klal Yisroel had that pleasure 
of limud Torah, they had to be willing to make sacrifices for it.

There is a very interesting promise Hashem makes – if you give ma’aser 
from your money you are guaranteed to become rich. But Hashem 
doesn’t give the wealth in advance. You have to show your bitachon 
and write the first check without being wealthy. Then Hashem responds 
with wealth. And I see it all the time – people always tell me they never 
lose from giving ma’aser. But you first have to show you are willing 
to give something up – go out on a limb and take a risk – before you 
experience the pleasure and the goodness that comes later.

It is the same thing with becoming Jewish. You first tell the convert how 
difficult it will be – the punishment for not keeping Torah and mitzvos 
and the persecutions and hatred of the rest of the world. But once you 
are willing to do that, it is an incredible privilege to be Jewish.

The ones who wanted to avoid this process were the Eirev Rav. They 
were Egyptians who were so impressed and so inspired by the events 
of Yetzias Mitzrayim, they wanted to join the winners. But then they 
became a constant headache and dragged Klal Yisroel down. Why? 
Because they weren’t willing to go through pain to get the benefits in 
the end. At the first sign of trouble and hardship, they panicked and 
complained and wanted to go back to the comforts of Egypt.

I was talking with a donor of the Yeshiva who told me the secret of 
his success. He made a strong commitment when he was starting out, 
to give away a lot of money to tzedakah. It was very hard – he wasn’t 
at all wealthy at the time and it took a great deal of emunoh and 
bitachon to go through with his commitment. But then he saw over 
time that he consistently got all the tzedakah money back. It became 
easier and easier because he saw the benefits. But the first time was 
without seeing any benefit beforehand.

At the Toras Moshe dinner, we had a number of honorees. Two of 
them are very successful business men who put in many hours of Torah 
learning. They told me that at a critical moment in their business, they 
made a commitment to take their limud Torah seriously. And they saw 
from that moment on, their business zoomed up. 

This is why geirus begins with bris miloh. Hashem pays back for every 
sacrifice. But you have to take that first step into the unknown.

The gemara says Moshe Rabbeinu went up to shomayim to receive the 
Torah and the malochim protested. They argued: why are you giving 
a perfect Torah to imperfect human beings? Hashem told Moshe to 
respond, and Moshe hesitated. Hashem told Moshe to grasp the kissei 
hakavod and you’ll give a response. He does this and asks Hashem, 
what is written in the Torah? Hashem says: לא תגנוב, לא תרצח, לא תנאף. 
Moshe turns to the malochim and challenges them – are you tempted 
to do any of these aveiros? Do you have fights among yourselves that 
you would kill one another? The Torah isn’t for malochim – it’s for 
people who have a yetzer horo!

The question is: It’s such a good response, why was Moshe hesitant at 
first to give it? Why did he need to grasp the kissei hakavod in order 
to give it? The answer is that the challenge of the malochim is actually 
a valid challenge. How can imperfect human beings make themselves 
perfect and be worthy of the Torah? The answer is that by holding 
onto the kissei hakavod and connecting myself to Hashem, I can be 
transformed. It works – but only when you try and put in the effort.

That is the concept of kabbolas ol malchus shomayim. 

At a geirus, the ger makes a statement that he is mekabbel ol Torah 
and mitzvos. A life of Torah and mitzvos is the most beautiful, fulfilling 
life you can imagine. No other lifestyle comes close to the kind of 
happiness and satisfaction of living a life of a frum Jew. But you need 
to make a solemn commitment. You have to take it upon yourself as an 
ol – a yoke that you will bear even when it gets really hard and painful.

When Eastern European Jews first came to the West in mass waves 
of migration many of them could not stand up to the nisayon of 
working on Shabbos. Being hired on Monday and being asked not to 
come back the next Monday if you don’t show up on Saturday was a 
regular occurrence for these immigrants. Most decided to show up on 
Saturday and keep their jobs. But there were yechidei seguloh who 
refused to work on Shabbos.

My grandfather, who came as a teenager from Romania, was fired 
many times over his insistence in keeping Shabbos. He finally started 
a business which allowed him to not work on Shabbos and became a 
very successful business man. At the time, he didn’t think being shomer 
Shabbos would lead him to finding a very profitable parnossoh. He 
resigned himself to keep Shabbos no matter how hard things would 
be and how long it would be. Yes, eventually Hashem paid him pack, 
but you don’t see that in advance.

Yosef Hatzaddik was destined to become the ruler of Egypt. But, he first 
had to earn it. He needed to pass some very difficult tests. The most 
difficult one was Eishes Potifar. But you have to realize that Yosef didn’t 
know that as he was going through it, if he passed the test, he would 
be freed and eventually become the viceroy to Pharaoh. At the time, 
Yosef could have easily reasoned to himself that being with Eishes 
Potifar was his only ticket to freedom and nobility – which is what 
she was promising. Imagine if Yosef had given into temptation and 
Eishes Potifar kept her promise. Yosef would have become a nobleman 
and likely would have congratulated himself on his wisdom in taking 
the path he took to success instead of remaining a lowly slave. But 
he would have no idea that in refusing the offer of Eishes Potifar, he 
would have risen even higher and have more power and wealth than 
he could imagine!   

You never see what comes in the end when you start to sacrifice at the 
beginning.

Yaakov’s insistence on maintaining his integrity and honest dealings 
with Lovon – even though Lovon was a world-class swindler and 
charlatan, seems ridiculously naïve. But Hashem rewarded him with 
tremendous wealth specifically because of that meticulous honesty – 
in the face of Lovon’s constant cheating.

Kabbolas haTorah and kabbolas ol malchus shomayim comes with the 
deep belief that Hashem runs this world and He expects us to uplift 
ourselves to become a holy nation – and He will take care of us at the 
end. In order to benefit from this privileged status, you have to be 
willing to suffer because of it at first and believe that it will eventually 
get better.

What does Hashem promise us? We will be Hashem’s chosen special 
nation who will represent Hashem in this world and connect to Him – 
the Creator of the entire Universe – on the deepest level. This is what 
we are preparing ourselves for before Shavuos.


